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Kevin and Joan's eyes flamed with anger when they heard my words: "No, I don't think I will 
baptize your baby this month." Experience had prepared me for their anger and resentment, but 
I knew this storm had to be confronted. 

"But you've got to ... that's unfair!" objected Joan. 
"What's unfair?" I questioned. 
"You're a priest ... you can't refuse to baptize a baby. That's unethical. 

You're cheating our little girl." 
A sharp answer would have destroyed everything. Now would I be able to salvage the 
wreckage of hurt feelings? 

"Give me a chance and I'll try to explain," I cautioned. 
"But I never heard of this before - a baby being refused Baptism!" said Kevin painfully. 
"Let me try to explain," I calmly began. "I do not want to baptize your baby now 
because I do not think that you as parents really want to have your baby baptized." 

This couple, whom I had never met before, had telephoned in the early afternoon to make 
arrangements about having their baby, a bright-eyed, seven-pound girl, baptized. Usually I 
cannot tend to the matter immediately, but since today was a very light day in the parish, I made 
the appointment for the early afternoon. Kevin and Joan were both in their early twenties. He 
worked for one of the engineering firms as a draftsman. Joan worked as a legal secretary for 
one of the law firm's downtown. They were very friendly and polite. Offering me a cup of tea, (� they spent a few moments discussing their planned hofidays in the mountains. Joan then raised 
the reason for the appointment. Their situation presented three difficulties. First, Joan and 
Kevin no longer prayed or really considered it an important part of their married life. They both 
had stopped joining in Sunday Mass two years prior to their marriage. Nor did they feel the 
Church had all that much to offer their lives as adults. But this seemed the proper thing to do as 
new parents: to have your children baptized. This couple could not at first understand my 
reason for delay. They had been brought up with a clear understanding that all Catholic parents 
have a duty to present their children for Baptism. Without Baptism a child would certainly be 
lost for all eternity! Now here was a Catholic priest doing exactly the opposite of what they had 
been taught! 

IS YOUR FAITH REAL? A very small child cannot speak for itself. But the parents, on the strength 
and convictions of their own faith, ask the Church to baptize their child. At this moment they 
promise to raise their child as a Catholic. Kevin and Joan did not seem to be aware of the 
commitment that Baptism demands. Baptismal promises are only the beginning of life as a 
Catholic. These promises are made to God, to the Catholic community, and to the child itself. It 
is a long-range commitment of eighteen to twenty years wherein the parents help the child 
become a faithful follower of Christ. If the parents do not nourish their child spiritually, the child 
can come back and rightfully ask why these promises made to him or her were broken. The 
promises are also made to the community of the Church. As individual parents, we promise our 
fellow believers to raise our family according to the values and outlook of the Church. At the 
same time, by accepting these promises, all our fellow Catholics accept the obligation to help 
these parents in the difficult task of raising a Catholic family today. The members of the Church 
should also demand that the Baptismal promises be faithfully kept. Almost always in the past, 

(:·:, what the parents promised at their child's Baptism was actually carried out as they raised the 
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